
 
 

Title: Boris 

Judges Assessment: Level 4 

Awarded 1st Place in the Dolphin Competition 

Judges Comments: 

Angie Adams wrote: 

Congratulations on an excellent film that I enjoyed immensely.  

I might have considered using a younger actress for the flashback version of the lady on the bench, and 

perhaps got authentic era newspapers as props.   

I wonder should the newspapers have matched?   

I would consider altering the script to amend the narrative on the words “as it had three twenty pound notes” 

My comprehension here was a bit fuzzy and took some mental processing, should it be reinforced with a 

visual?  

My brain was thinking “as if it had three twenty pound notes” and then I wondered if I'd misunderstood, which 

I had and missed the microfilm line. 

Alan Colegrave ARPS BPE FACI wrote: 

 This was a nice simple film. The story was simple but it worked. The voice over was good with plenty of 

expression. The two opening shots were about 15 seconds each with very little happening. I felt you needed at 

least a couple more angles and more expressions from the actress. Did you read VO as you filmed?  The mono 

sequence was good but you were on auto exposure so when you panned upwards, the foreground went dark. 

For Drama always use manual - I even use fixed focus lenses. I feel you could have chosen a better time of day 

as the lighting was very contrasty. In fact you were losing definition on the RHS of the face. 

I think the idea worked but feel a little let down by technical matters. 

Tim Stannard AACI wrote: 

An enjoyable short which successfully caught out this particular viewer.  This is a simple tale which is made 

more powerful by giving the protagonist a reason other than the money as to why she commits her crime. The 

story is told well in voiceover and B&W flashback and the acting is believable enough.  

The location isn't particularly appealing. The signs and murals on the wall behind the bench are rather 

distracting (a narrower depth of field might have helped here), and I would have liked to have seen a setup 

where the bench could be centred in the frame. Having said that, I do understand that "find a park bench for 

filming" isn't as straightforward as it might first seem, having myself spent many weekends looking for a 

suitable pond for a film. Nevertheless, a more attractive park bench location would add to the aesthetic value 

of the film (and also help lead the viewer on that this is a romance). 

The images of the solo lady have clearly been shot with the sun low in a cloudless sky and this results in high 

contrast causing problems with exposure. If it was not possible to shoot on another day then some sort of 

reflector might have been used - at least in the close ups - to reduce contrast and allow for a better exposure. 

Composition of the wide shot is a bit off, cutting the woman off at the ankles. 

The B&W footage of the man, shot towards the sun reveals the dust or dirt on the camera's lens. We've all 

done it, but there's really no excuse for a dirty lens when filming at a planned shoot. 



The pace and editing of the film is spot on. Some might be tempted to say this would make a great 60 second 

movie, but I think not.  Whilst on the face of it a simple comedy, the film needs the time to get across the 

subtext - the pathos of someone whose criminal activity for the sake of her ideals led, ultimately, to nothing. 

 

The voiceover is very well written, well-acted and recorded without any obvious flaws. There is suitable 

ambient park sound. 

In summary, a well-acted, well-constructed film which would score even more highly with more attention to 

the visuals. 

 

 

 

  

Grade Definitions 

Level 5  
An excellent production demonstrating high levels of creative and technical ability. It will be appealing to the audience 
and all round very satisfying to watch 
 
Level 4  
The film maker will have demonstrated a good grasp of the art of cinematography and have told a good story. Technically 
it will be very good although there may be occasional minor lapses which let it down. 
 
Level 3  
Films at this level show a reasonable level of competency but lack sufficient creativity and/or technique. Attention to 
detail within editing, such as loose cutting, poor continuity or variable sound quality/mixing may occasionally be an issue.   
 
Level 2  
The film maker is on a learning curve and whilst some techniques are demonstrated others have yet to be fully developed. 
Work in progress, but on the way. 
 
Level 1  
There is much to learn and the basic skills have yet to be applied - the viewers interest is unlikely to be maintained for 
very long. 

 


